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TO:   
Unit Administrations:  Society of Mary & Daughters of Mary; other interested groups in the Marianist Family
FROM:

Thomas F. Giardino, SM   Executive Director, ICMF
SUBJECT:
Stella Maris: A Program of Formation for Temporary Professed Marianists
DATE:
21 November 2006, Feast of the Presentation of Mary
With this communication, I am happy to present to you this CD with the documentation for the Stella Maris program of formation.  This program was developed primarily for the vowed religious in temporary vows, but it may have use for other persons and groups in the Marianist Family, with appropriate adaptation.
The project originated around 2003 from the observations of the General Administrations of the Society of Mary and the Daughters of Mary regarding the need to provide resources for formators who are accompanying candidates in their discernment and final preparation for their permanent commitment.  After several surveys and consultations within the SM and the FMI, the International Center for Marianist Formation gathered an international team of Marianist sisters and brothers who developed a draft of this program (along with another program entitled The Spirit of Saragossa, a thirty-day directed retreat for candidates once they have been approved for perpetual vows).   After receiving feedback on the draft, this final version is presented to you to use as is or to adapt to local contexts and cultures.  
The team that worked on this program, under the direction of the International Center for Marianist Formation was:  Teresa de Jesús Castro Pérez, FMI (Chile); Sébastien Abalodo, SM (TO); Lawrence Cada, SM (USA); and Léo Pauels, SM (FR).  I want to take this opportunity to thank them again for their generous and competent effort to produce a significant resource for Marianist life for years to come. 
On the CD you will find: 

1. Texts of the Stella Maris program in Spanish, French and English in Microsoft Word format.  And each of these language texts is presented in two formats:  A4 and 8½” x 11” paper sizes.  So there are six separate documents for the Stella Maris text.
2. Various cover pages that you might find helpful for the document.

Should there be anything missing from the CD, if you have any difficulties opening the text, or if you have any other questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at the Center:  www.icmf@notes.udayton.edu.
These texts are available on the ICMF website, so they can be downloaded directly from this website:  www.icmf.info .  

I am pleased to offer my thanks and those in the Marianist Family who will benefit from this labor of love: first, to the General Administrations of the SM and the FMI for their continuing support of this project.  Likewise, appreciation is due to the many persons who took the time to read the drafts and give feedback on the texts.  Brother Tim Phillips, Vice Rector of the International Seminary served us faithfully as a consultant for documentation.
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