Chaminede as spiritud director presentation

ENGLISH Version
Chaminade as aspiritud director

When we want to pesk about Father Chaminade as a spiritua director we need to make some
diginctions a the outset.

When Fr. Chaminade talks about a Director, what does he mean?

It seemsto me that he thought of:

-a spiritual director: he makes adigtinction between a confessor to whom people confess their sins
and who absolves them and a spiritud director in whom people confide their inner lives and who
helps or counsalsthem in their spiritud lives according to his best judgment.

-a dir ector: of which there are various particular kinds.

Thereare: the director of alocal community
Thedirector of novicesand other “candidates’
A director in generd

For this reason Fr. Chaminade tried to write amanud of Direction for the Society of Mary, or to
form Masters of Novices, — thereis asaries of letters, 10, written to a Novice Madter, to give him
advicein histask — or as the formation he gave to Fr. Chevaux when he was named Master of
Novices ( and Laanne had complained that Chevaux did not know enough about direction in the
SM — and for this reason Chaminade had tried to form him).

Asan example of thisideawe can look at atext from aletter of Father Chaminade' s to Mother
Saint Vincent Labadtide, the second superior generd of the Daughters of Mary, who succeeded
Mother Addle.

Youtel mein your |eter, thet the need of having piritud helpsis aways being feltin
Agen. | believeit, and it has been foreseen, for this need ismore or less greet in dl the other
communities. It will be still more keenly felt in proportion as the branch planted in Auch
will see greater devdopment. 1t isaso being fet in most of the establishments of the
Society of Mary, great and smdl. If there were no other means of remedying the Situation
than what you cdl “ spiritud helps coming from the clergy who happen to be on the spat,”
we would have reason to despair, and, quite generdly, dl the Founders of rdligious orders of
men and women, could have had the same fear and the same reason for despair. Itis
usdess, a thistime, my dear child, to explain to you al that happened in the different
bodies, in regard to this subject. Thereis question of us, asthereis question of you. The
life of the Indtitute of the Daughters of Mary must be sdf -sufficient, and not depend on the
crumbs that some might giveit or even lavish upon it. The source of this life must bein the
Generd Adminigration, forming secondary sources in the novitiates, and be in continua
contact with dl the communities The food for thislife must bein atruly spiritud direction,
and this direction must be established and sufficiently developed to serve as aguide to the
directresses. Redl religious, well formed and well instructed in the principles of thislife
must make vistations more or lesslong, and give retregts according to needsin order to
penetrate the rdigious ssters and the novices with the prindiples indluded in direction,
whether in theory or in practice. In thisway, the spirit of religious life would not depend
essantidly on the local secular priests, nor on religiousin generd of the Society of Mary,
but on certain ones sent by its Genera Adminigtration.



All that has been done up to the present time, my dear child , has been done according to
this plan, but this plan has not been entirely carried out, ether in theory or in practice. Not
in theory, for the copy-book of direction thet | gave you in the beginning, very good in itsdf,
isnot sufficient, asit presupposes in the superioresses and in the mistresses of novices
qudlities and an ingtruction which they can acquire only by experience, unless God givesit
to them in some extraordinary manner.

Would you ask me, my dear child, why, before my desth, | do not draw up the entire plan
with which God has deigned to inpire me? | shdl answer you: 1. That dmost every day |
am busy with it for mysdf and before God, and thet it seems to me, not atogether usdesdy;
2. that the affairs, beit of the Society or of the Inditute, have until now absorbed practicadly
dlmytime.... (Letters vol. 4, no. 941, 8 February 1837; dso quoted inthe Spirit of our
Foundation, val. 2, number 837)

In your letter you tell me about the necessity of having spiritud help

It would be interesting to spesk of Fr. Chaminade as aspiritud director. But to spesk that way does
not respond completely to the question what is Marianist spiritudity?

Lorenzo has dready spoken about the diversity of the ideaof direction.

| ought to add thet in Fr. Chaminade s time there was an expectation that the religious would spesk
with the loca community director about their conscience. Thisis a practice that wasfindly
suppressed by Rome. (though | have heard now and then that there are communitiesin which thet is
the practice even today).

Having said dl this we can spesk of the dtitudes and the advice of Fr. Chaminade about how to be
adirector.

A summary of histhought is “to lead souls by faith, but after having won them by goodness”

Fr. Chaminade practiced this advice himsdlf. According to Fr. Smiler:

Our venerable Founder had meditated on the marvelous sweetness of the Hearts of Jesusand
Mary and had experienced how strong and fruitful is the gpostolic zeal when dad in meekness, asin
amagic amor. Therefore, too, did he himsdf drive to excd in this virtue. How he captivated souls
in order to win them for Jesus and Mary! All those who were fortunate enough to live with him or
to know him dosdly agree in declaring that he won the hearts and according to one of hisdisciples,
he fascinated them by his zed overflowing with meekness, ddlicacy, atention, mercy, and loving
avility. He has given us most va uable recommendations upon this subject; he tells us thet
meekness founded on faith ought to act as an unction or a perfume upon the relations of the
religious of Mary among each other, with their pupils, and seculars” [E, | ,59; Circular on the
Characteristic Traits of the Society of Mary; pat 2, Didinctively, Maternd Zed]

“dl the agpects of this physiognomy: goodness, wisdom, moderation, prudence, energy, were based
on and summarized in an absolutely characteridtic trait, his serenity of spirit and expresson”
[Simler, Life, the end of chapter 24, in Ruggin, p. 39

Fr. Laanne dso writes: “Chaminade was not only asaint but dso a scholar”; (Laanne to Chevaux,
4 October 1833) notwithstanding the enormous amount of activity and the vicisstudes of lifeto



which he was exposed, Fr. Chaminade never completely abandoned the study which he had begun
a Mussdan and perfected in Paris. His preferences evidently were for spiritud authors of the greet
French School, the commertaries on Scripture, Higtory of the Church, works on mord theology and

philosophy. [Ruggin, p. 38]
Ruggin aso notes a breadth of vison in the interpretation of the too rigid regulaions of histime.

Fr. Chaminade has many pieces of advice of thistype: It is necessary to give the the person whet he
is cgpable of understanding and gppreciating.

When Laanne was director a Saint Remy he had problems with Brother Dominique Clouzet. Fr.
Chamnade advised him — it would be better to dea with Brother Clouzet as heed of zedl/rdligious
life with good counsds about faith.  [check letter]

Mary and Community
In the Manud of Direction Father Chaminade begins with principles. The authors of the Spirit of

our Foundation sad thet the three firgt principles are more particularly his own and the others are
taken from Fr. JeantJacques Olier. In another version of the Manud that israther “Adviceto a
Master of Novices’ (that aso became part of the Congtitutions of 1839) Fr. Chaminade saysin # 53
| cannot keep from quioting you a counsd, dthough it is quite long, from M. Olier to the young
peoplein hisseminary. It ssemsto contain dl his doctrine, which is, indeed, ours dso.

He used these ideas of Fr. Olier in other versions of the Manud.
Fromthe Manual of Direction to thereligious life and virtues in the Society of Mary

Manud Direction: #418 — 423
K 418 1% principle. The 1% principle with which adirector should be penetrated is thet,
since the sanctification of a soul is at the same time the work of God and of man, he should
be extremdy careful to have his candidate correspond entirdly to the divine action or the
operation of grace. Development. Every Chrigtian receives the spirit of Jesus Chrigt at his
Baptism; heis, 30 to say, concaived by the soirit of Jesus Chridt. It isthis divine spirit thet
will make him grow even to the age of the perfect man, even to entire conformity with Jesus
Chrigt. The Director needs only to direct the cooperation of his candidate to this continua
operation of the spirit of Jesus Chridt.

K 419. Counsd to the Director. The director should be imbued with this principle and act
in accordance with it, but he will not teach his candidate about it until heisready for it.
Likewise in making him understard why the Holy Spirit is called the spirit of Jesus Chrigtin
the work of sanctification, etc.

K 420. 29 principle. Itisatruth that Jesus Christ was born of Mary, ex qua natus est Jesus
(cp. Matt. 1, 16). It should not bein vain for a Director thet the Holy Spirit has deigned to
reved thistruth. We have dl been concaeived in Mary, we should be born of Mary and be
formed by Mary to resemble Jesus Chrigt, so thet we may live only by the life of Jesus

Chrigt and may be together with Jesus Christ dher Jesuses, other sonsof Mary. Cum
Christo unus Christus. Inaccord with this principle, the Director will inspire his candidate
with agreat devotion and confidence in Mary so that he may increasingly gain through

Mary the characteristics of conformity with Jesus Christ which the Spirit of Jesus Christ will
effect.



K 421. Counsd to the Director. If the candidate is not yet capable of this, he will only
induce him to cal on Mary in the work of his converson, in his combat, etc. If the
candidate is more advanced, he will teach him to ask explicitly for this or thet characteristic
of conformity, etc.

K 422. 3 principle. A Director should not expect any successin hislabours except in
proportion as heis careful to purify and increase faith in his candidates, and then to have
them act in the spirit of faith. The Spirit of Jesus Christ brings about in us our conformity to
thisModd only in proportion to our fath. Thisisthe doctrine of the Holy Council of Trent:
fides initium, fundamentum et radix totius judtificationis nodtrae. “Faith isthe beginning,

the foundation, and the root of al jutification.” These three words should be explained
frequently,: initium, fundamentum, et radix;l beginning, foundation, and roct.

K 423. Counsel to the Directors. This principle gives the Directors three objects of carein
regard to faith: to purify faith, to bring about growth in faith, and to bring about action
according to faith.

How are we conformed to the likeness of Jesus Christ?

For methere are at least two things: prayer and the community.
We can spesk dso of dl those things which are akind of formation: the activity, for example of a
director of the community, the activity of aspiritud director.

Fr. Chaminade knew something about the spiritud life. Thereisatext by Fr. LeMireinwhich he

Sys.

According to the testimony of Rothéa it was during a conference on interior words thet
Chaminade let the words dip: “My children, | have seen you asyou are here, and it was
donein the twinkling of an eye, along time ago.” This statement was heard by Rothéa, and
he is not reporting what he would have heard from others. Thistext is of capitd importance
in answering the question of the nature of thisillumination. Fr. Chaminade was well-versed
in the maiter of prayer and the ways of prayer: indeed even when travelling he was able to
refer the recipient of his letter (Lalanne) to specific passages of . John of the Cross. “It
does nat seem that you have reed and serioudy thought about the works of St. John of the
Crossand, in particular, the second Book of the Ascent of Mount Carmel” (L. 111. 791; 4

August 1835).

Thismention isdl the more driking in thet it dedls precisdly with a passage where . John
of the Cross cautions againg the tendency to let onesdf be led not by faith, but by visons
and divine words, for these manifestations, even when they are true can ill be the occasion
of error.

Check out Jalons series 1/volume 1, chapter 4, about Bernard Dariesand WJC's experience at Mussdan. From
p. 60 of the English text.



