Spirit of Saragossa

Marianist Perpetual Vow Retreat

The Word of God

Orientation & Foundation

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
Love God with your whole mind
· God’s love as the foundation of my life:  Romans 8: 31-39
Who can separate us from the love of Ch







Romans 5: 5-11
Christ died for us sinners







1 John 4: 7-16

God sent the Son that we might have life
Week I:  Encountering Mary of the Annunciation
· My story / my journey (re-reading my vocation / my salvation history):


take time to write the highlights of one’s baptismal journey which


has found expression in a call to religious life: How has God been for 


me and with me?  How have I responded and wish to respond?

· My vocation as response to God’s grace:
Ephesians 3: 14-21
May Christ dwell in your hearts thru faith







John 15: 9-17

As the Father has loved me, so I have 
· Mary at the center of the mystery of


Incarnation:



John 1:14, 16-18
The Word became flesh
· Our Hope and Desire: Life with God:
John 3:16-17

God so loved the world






Colossians 3:1-4
Set your hearts on what is above






1 John 3:1-2

We are God’s children now






John 6:37-40

I will raise him up on the last day






Titus 3: 4-7

The love of God saved us by mercy






John 6: 51-58

I give my flesh for the life of the world






John 14: 1-6

There are many dwelling places






John 11: 21-27
Who ever believes in me will never die
· Incarnation: Jesus “fiat” to the Father:
Colossians 1: 15-20
He is the image of the invisible God






Philippians 2: 5-11
Tho he was in the form of God, 






1 Corinthians 1: 18-25  We preach Christ crucified










Week I continues >>>
· Baptism and the paschal mystery:

Romans 6: 3-11
We were baptized into Christ’s death






Colossians 2: 9-15
In Christ the fullness of deity resides






John 4: 4-42 

Woman at Well






John 9: 1-41 

Man Born Blind






John 11: 1-44 

Raising of Lazarus
(Renewal of Baptism commitment)
· Mary of the Annunciation 

Luke 1:26-38

Annunciation / Fiat
(Write your own Magnificat)

Luke 1:46-55

Magnificat
· Joseph’s Fiat



Matthew 1:18-25
Joseph did what the angel told him

· Loving Jesus / “Who do you say I am?”
John 21: 15-17
Simon, do you love me?






Luke 7: 36-50

Penitent woman






Mark 8: 27-38

Who do people say that I am?
· The Creed

· Faith of the Heart: loving what we believe: Matthew 6:20-21
Store up heavenly treasure






John 15: 9-11

As the Father has loved me, 






Romans 8:28-34
If God is for us, whoo can be against?
· Radical following of Jesus in

Philippians 3: 7-14
All is loss compared to Christ

Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience
Mark 10: 24-30
How hard it is to enter the kingdom






Colossians 3: 9-17
Put off the old self; put on the new






Mark 8: 31-34

The Son of Man must suffer






Matthew 16: 24-27
If you wish to follow, 






John 12: 24-26
Unless the grain of wheat 






Luke 9: 57-62

I will follow you where ever you go






Matthew 19: 16-26
What good must I do?






Matthew 8: 18-22
Where ever you go, I will follow







Matthew 10: 37-39
Who ever loves father or mother
· Stability as permanence of commitment: 
Letter of 1839 (selections)






          
RL art 1.4 / FMI art I-8a

· Holy Hour: Eucharist as Bread for the Journey / The Bread of Elijah  

1 Kings 19:1-8
Get up and eat
Week II:  Standing with Mary at the Foot of the Cross
· Mary in my life (development of my relationship with Mary     






Luke 11: 27-28
Blest are they who hear the word of God


Write a “Marial History”, outlining the main developments 
in my relationship with the Mother of Jesus

· Death of Jesus: 



Matt 27:45-58

Darkness covered the whole land

Jesus’ Consummation of Love
Mark 15:33-41
He breathed his last
Luke 23:32-46

I commend my spirit

John 19:17-24

Jesus’ crucifixion
John 19:28-37

Blood and water flowed out

· Mary at the Foot of the Cross / Pieta
John 19: 25-27
Near the cross stood his mother and John
(Meditation on “Pieta”)
· Living as a Beloved Disciple

John 13: 25

John leaned against Jesus’ chest







John 21: 20-23
Suppose I want John to stay 







John 21: 1-14

John cried out, it is the Lord
· Bearing my own cross


Luke 14: 25-33
If anyone comes to me without turning 







Luke 9:23 – 26
Who ever wishes to follow me, 







Luke 9: 57-62

Who ever puts hand to the plow, 


(Receive Sacrament of Reclonciliation)
· Mary meets the Risen Jesus

John 20:11-19

Do not cling to me 
· Mary forms me into the likeness of Jesus
Galatians 4: 4-7
God sent his son, born of a woman
· Stability as our love for Mary (filial piety)  Letter of 1839 (selections)








RL art 1.5 / FMI I-8b, II-3

· Alliance with Christ and with Mary
Meditation on the cross and








the ring (RL 1.7 / FMI I-14c


(Write an act of Consecration to Mary)
· Pilgrimage (actual or virtual)

· Holy Hour:  Mary Gives the Bread of Life 







Luke 2: 6-7

Mary gave birth to her first-born son 
Week III:  Together with Mary & the Apostles in the Cenacle

· My life in the SM / FMI 
joys, struggles, challenges  and failures:  
suggestion to write a “Marianist History”

· Founders: 
models of holiness:  read and reflect upon the religious experience of 
Fr. Chaminade in Saragossa and Mother Adele’s Confirmation experience in San Sebastian

Chaminade: 

Pragmatist with a Vision   

Stefanelli
Adele: 


Aristocrat for the Poor       

Stefanelli

Marie Therese: 
Firm of Hand, Loving of Heart 
Stefanelli
· The Virtues: growing in holiness, in the likeness of Christ: 

“Virtues for Mission”

part I and II

Joe Lackner
· A Spectacle of Saints::

growing in the Christ-life together 
Acts 2: 42-47

They devoted themselves to prayer 











and the breaking of bread







Acts 4: 32-37

They were one heart and one mind






Romans 12: 3-8
One body with many members






Phillipians 2:12-16

Shine like stars
· Mary in the Cenacle: 
waiting for the Spirit
 

Acts 1: 13-14

Constant prayer in the upper room
· Building a Marian Church: 

Matt 18:21-35

Mercy / Forgiveness

Mark 10:33-45
Servant Leaders / Authority
Luke 15:4-10

Searching for the stray

John 13:1-18

Washing feet / humility

I Corunthians 13
Love is patient

· Receiving the Gifts of the Spirit;

Acts 2:1-13

Descent of the Spirit
 living a Spirit-filled life:
     
Galatians 5: 16-26
Fruits of the Spirit






Romans 8: 18-27
The Spirit helps us in our weakness






I Cor 12:8-11

Gifts of the Spirit
(Ask for a gift of the Spirit)

I Cor 12:12-27

Different gifts in the body
· Stability as loving the SM/FMI, not refusing cooperation;
     


staying at the Marianist table

RL art 15 / 114







RL art 1.6
FMI I-9, II-1



(Renew Sacrament of Confirmation)
· The Eucharistic Table


John 6


Feeding the multitude
· Holy Hour:  Eucharist as the Body of Christ, Broken and Shared / 

Breaking Bread Together

Luke 24:13-35

They recognized him in breaking bread

Week IV:  With Mary as a Servant at the Wedding Feast of Cana 

· My apostolic experience: write an “Apostolic History”

· Mary of Cana 



John 2:1-11

Fill the jars with water 
(Give clay jars)
· Forming in faith a multitude of brothers/sisters

Romans 8: 28-30
Who can separate us from Christ
· A Marian Church



Fleming Circ # 7

Acts 1: 13-14

Prayer in the upper room
Acts 2: 1-4

Descent of the Spirit
· Virtues of Consummation:  

John 13: 12-15
Washing disciples” feet
Lackner’s “Virtues for Mission”
Part III

· Zeal and Courage / Service

Matthew 10:5-15
Cure the sick; Raise the dead

Matthew 10:16-27
Sent like sheep among wolves

Matthew 10: 26-31
You are worth more than many sparrows
Matthew 10:34-42
I have not come to bring peace

· With and for the Poor


Matthew 25: 31-46
Last judgment
Luke 16: 19-31
Rich man and Lazarus






Luke 18:18-27

Sell all and give to the poor






Luke 21:1-4

The widow’s offering

· Stability as sharing Mary’s apostolic mission
  RL 1.2, 1.3

FMI I-8c, d / II-2

· Holy Hour:  You Give Them Something to Eat 

Matthew 14: 13-21
Feeding the multitude
With Mary in Glory: Sharing God’s life as a son of Mary
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Revelation 12: 1
The woman and the dragon 



      


“Behold Your Mother”








John 19:25-27
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